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The Dining Hall.
The Agrasala where this feeding of Brahmins takes place is a colossal stone structure which has no parallel anywhere else in the world. It is rectangular in shape and is constructed round the main temple of Sri Padmanabha Swami. It is admired not only for its architectural work but also for the accommodation it provides for the simultaneous feeding of thousands of people. The two sides are each length is 421 and the breadth 324. 8," the breadth and height of the structure being 23 4 and 18' respectively. The total number of pillars is 360. The surface area is 1,36,684 2/3 square feet which is 3 acres and 14 cents nearly.
The granite pillar is filled with stone carving. In addition to this spacious dining hall there are two other halls fabulously big where also the feeding takes place. At a modest calculation the number of Brahmins and other Devijas fed in this stupendous dinning hall may be put down as 21,000.
In addition to this is the feeding of the poor of all classes which is conducted by the officers in the different corners of the city of Trivandrum.
In the evening His Highness repeats the visit to the various temples. A display of pyrotechnics concludes the celebration.
On a day fixed His Highness gives a State Banquet to the higher officials and the European residents of the State who are specially invited for the occasion.
Among other important functions is a Garden Party given by the Dewan at his official residence, " Bhaktivilas "
A special feature of the Birthday Week is the presence of a few distinguished persons from British India who are invited and are treated as State Guests during the period of stay here. As the Hindu religious festivals of Deepatt and